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Do you ever wonder how you can overcome the tendency to do wrong things? I mean, we kind of lean toward messing up don’t we. I
would really like to get rest from the fight against myself where I know what is right but don’t do it. Maybe I need a tutor, but I would
probably try to sneak off and do something bad even with a tutor.
In the early Roman Empire, Greek culture reigned supreme.

The Greek language was dominant and education was of rising

importance. At first education was limited to the practical side of life. As the role of education expanded mathematics, reading and
writing also became more important. In a typical upward mobile family it became important for the whole family to be educated
especially in the Greek language – the language of philosophy and politics. Since it was cheaper to buy an educated Greek slave than
to send children to a school, slaves were purchased to be tutors.
The job of a typical tutor was to watch over the education of the household children. They were to be certain that the children learned
the “right” lessons. The apostle Paul lived in that world and in explaining the role of the law to the Galatians he illustrated that the law
was like a tutor. The Message renders it this way, “23-24 Until the time when we were mature enough to respond freely in faith to the
living God, we were carefully surrounded and protected by the Mosaic law. The law was like those Greek tutors, with which you are
familiar, who escort children to school and protect them from danger or distraction...25-27 But now you have arrived at your
destination: By faith in Christ you are in direct relationship with God. Your baptism in Christ was not just washing you up for a fresh
start. It also involved dressing you in an adult faith wardrobe—Christ’s life, the fulfillment of God’s original promise.”
So how do you read the law in the Old Testament? Do you only hear the authoritarian voice of a demanding God, or do you hear the
voice of promise? The promise is a right standing before God – rightness in our lives – a rightness that is a gift, not a rightness we
work toward. The law was given as a protector delivering us to that place where we could receive that rightness from God directly –
the law was only the tutor. That promise was given to Abraham, who believed God. Are you an ever failing rule keeper, trying to follow
rules that can never make you right? “5-6 Answer this question: Does the God who lavishly provides you with his own presence, his
Holy Spirit, working things in your lives you could never do for yourselves, does he do these things because of your strenuous moral
striving or because you trust him to do them in you? Don’t these things happen among you just as they happened with Abraham? He
believed God, and that act of belief was turned into a life that was right with God.”
Today is Pentecost! In the church it is the celebration of the giving of the Holy Spirit. The result of receiving the Holy Spirit is power to
witness to a life changed on the inside by God. The Holy Spirit is not the tutor – He is the comforter and the transformer. He is the
promised one who makes the promise come alive within us. We celebrate that love this morning. (Scripture taken from Galatians 3)
-Pastor Mark Lipscomb
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Coming Up
●

TODAY: Cookout at Pastor Mark and Ellen’s home immediately following service

●

Thursday - Saturday, May 25-26: Multi-Family Garage Sale Fundraiser for Cliff Curtis

●

Friday, June 8: Open House for Laensa Dibaba and Emma Hale, 6-9 pm, Ebenezer Center

Announcements
●

There will be a Garage Sale Fundraiser for Cliff Curtis on Friday, May 25 and Saturday, May 26 at the
Ebenezer Center. You may drop off items on the evening of Wednesday, May 23. Set-up will be Thursday,
May 24. Please contact Mary Pohl if you would like to donate items for the sale or help with set-up.

●

WKFM (Wesleyan Kids For Missions) sent $300 to the Albanian Child Care Project; thank you especially to
our Honorary Members (all you adults for Missions) that contribute regularly to our quarterly missions
projects. Our next project is to support the Community VBS in Saranac, which will be July 9-11, 2018.
Several churches and organizations are raising the funds to make VBS possible again this year. Our goal is
$300 by July 1st !

●

Laensa Dibaba and Emma Hale are graduating from high school! Come and celebrate with them at their
open house on Friday, June 8 from 6-9 pm in the Ebenezer Center. Everyone is welcome!

●

Pastor Mark and Ellen’s sabbatical is approaching quickly! Please begin praying for them NOW, pray that
God would speak to their hearts in a new way while they take a season of rest from service and ministry.
Also, please consider volunteering your time this summer to fill in with some of the volunteer areas that will
be vacant during Mark and Ellen’s sabbatical. Please contact Pastor Andy Trowbridge, Pastor Terra
Penninga, or Gelan Dibaba if you would like to volunteer with the Children’s Ministry, Frontline, or any other
ministry area at Pathway this summer.
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